Refreshingly, Moose, Natalie, and their friends do not remain stagnant through the series. Choldenko says she wanted her characters to progress and develop, to move forward from the place they left in the previous novel. It is Natalie who really shines in Al Capone Does My Homework, doing things Moose can't and coming into her own. "I realized, when I was writing [Al Capone Does My Homework] , that Natalie was old enough to do certain things," Choldenko said. "It was a surprise to me."
Before becoming a novelist, Choldenko worked as an advertising copywriter. After seven years in the industry she decided to change careers and go to art school. While she was supposed to be assembling her portfolio, she wrote her first novel. Choldenko says writing fiction is, in some ways, quite similar to writing advertising.
"Writing copy taught me to polish my words until they were the way I wanted them," she said. "It taught me to work on a deadline and work with a boss."
Polishing those (famous) words is sometimes done at the eleventh hour. Choldenko says she likes to try things out on the page and revise or remove them later if they don't quite fit-and sometimes, what doesn't fit is an entire chapter or two.
Writing Al Capone Does My Homework presented its own challenges.
"The problem I had writing it was that I had so many things I wanted to do," Choldenko said. "I had to give up some things because it was too much to put in one book." She also wanted the series to end on a high note because, she said, "You want to make the whole trilogy worth the readers' while." Choldenko says she enjoys the process of writing as much as seeing the finished books. She admits to being a control freak, which I am a fanatic about very sharp Ticonderoga #2 pencils. I carry seven of them all rubber banded together. I write on the computer, but edit fresh pages with sharp pencils. It is simply divine. Better than chocolate, even.
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3. What are some of your book tour rituals?
I guess my one requirement for book tours is ridiculous amounts of caffeine. I also really love to work on a manuscript at the airport. In fact, that may be my favorite place to write.
